
Purify 
Water

Having clean water is a top priority during an emergency. 
Natural disasters can leave water sources contaminated and 
unsafe to drink. It is important to know how to purify water in the 
event of an emergency for use in cooking, drinking, cleaning, and bathing. For more information 
and additional resources, visit utah.gov/beready.   

Look for signs of water contamination including:

 • Water that has any odor

 • Water that has �oating material in it

 • Water that has a dark color

Let contaminated water settle in a container so that contaminates accumulate at the 
bottom

Pour settled water carefully from the container through a strainer lined with a paper towl 
into a second container while keeping the settled contaminates as undisturbed as possible

Purify the water in your clean pitcher or bottle in one of the following ways: 

 1. If you have a fuel source, boil the water for �ve minutes

 2. Add three drops of bleach per quart of water. Let it sit for 30 minutes

 3. Fill a two-liter clear plastic soda container about 2/3 full. Shake the bottle               
               vigorously. Lay the bottle on its side on a black cloth in direct sunlight. Leave in the   
               sun for six hours or more. This method is not suitable on a cloudy day or during   
               winter months

Once you have completed these steps, your water is safe to drink

Watch 20 to Ready videos at www.kbyueleven.org/community/20toReady


